Draft National telecom policy 2011
The MOC has released a draft of the NTP2011 and sought public opinion to finalise the same. We on behalf of NFTE-BSNL hereby record our preliminary observation on the same and seeking modification.  Unless Some Course Correction in the Neo Liberal agenda, it is difficult to democratize Telecom Regime of India.
The present NTP 2011 is the third edition of our Nation’s Telecom policy and the earlier editions were NTP 1994 and NTP 1999. NTP 2011 is going to help only for the expansion of private sector, private capital and private appropriation in the field of Telecom and thereby endangering the security of the nation.
NTP 2011 aims to endeavor private investor friendly environment only. Expansion of public capital thro Govt equity base is not finding any significant place in the draft.

It seems highly contradictory seeing  NTP 2011 boasting manifold employment generation opportunities on the one side but BSNL its own company is paving a corridor for sending one lakh employees to the unemployed market using exit policy option of VRS.

Though the draft recognizes the importance of PSUs for strategic needs, it is silent and not spelling any roadmap for their financial viability.

The NTP 2011 emphasizes to reposition mobile phone to an instrument of empowerment, but it fails to give any policy prescription to reposition Fixed Line segment with some value added services to gain its lost glory.
Our nation is one of the biggest importers of ILD calls. Export –Import ratio is 1:4. We are loosing our Forex. The draft is not speaking a single word to improve our ILD business.
NTP 2011 reiterates to create synergetic alliance of PSUs (MTNL, ITI etc), but it is not clear whether the draft is sounding merger of these entities. If they mean merger of ITI, MTNL with BSNL then BSNL may head into further losses as in the case of NTC mills. On the basis One Nation- One License, whether they are going to issue pan India license to both the public sector is also not clearly spelt.

The thrust of NTP 2011 stands on issues of no roaming, right to bb, cent percent rural density. Private Operators may survive by their tariff rebalancing or some other unethical business practices, but PSUs may loose their resources once they start implementing all these policies unless duly compensated.

The assurances given during the time of Corporatisation by NTP 1999/GOM/ Cabinet/ parliamentary committees all are not finding a mention in the draft NTP 2011. NTP 2011 failed to take into consideration of the experiences gained from the earlier versions of NTP that the private sector never fulfilled even its mandatory social obligations. The entire burden rests on the shoulders of  PSUs only. 
The NEC held at Coimbatore on OCT 15-17 th 2011 strongly expresses its concern unless GOI executes the promises it made during the time of Corporatisation , the survival of BSNL is difficult. The NEC demands the MOC to enrich the draft paying heed to the points mentioned above.

